August 31, 2024
Dear Supporter:

For over 30 years, Cornerstone Community Outreach (CCO) has been a lifeline for those facing
the harsh realities of homelessness and poverty. We have provided shelter, care, and a path to recovery
for thousands of individuals from all walks of life. Our commitment remains unwavering, but we are at a
critical juncture. From January 1 to June 30, 2024, 414 people stayed in one of CCO's four shelters and
received compassionate, individualized care. We anticipate welcoming the same number of guests from
July - December of this year, and we need your help to meet this growing demand.

Read about some of those wonderful people below:

e Stella, a grandmother of six, faced homelessness after years of hard work and a chronic,
debilitating health condition. At CCO’s Naomi Shelter for Women, she received essential medical
care, established an income, and transitioned into subsidized housing, finding hope and stability.

o When a devastating fire destroyed Tracy’s home, she and her three daughters sought refuge at
CCO. There, they found not just shelter but a community of support. Her children thrived in the
after-scho*ol program, while Tracy secured full-time work as a cook. Today, their lives have
transformed as they enjoy the comfort and security of a new home in a subsidized apartment
near a park and playground.

e Stanley, facing homelessness and in urgent need of cataract surgery, arrived at CCO’s Naomi
Shelter for Men seeking healthcare and a haven. There, he received not only shelter but also
comprehensive and compassionate support that enabled him to undergo the much-needed
surgery. After a successful recovery, Stanley transitioned into senior citizen housing, where he
discovered a sense of friendship and community. His journey from uncertainty to a new beginning
is a testament to the life-changing impact of care and support.

As we approach the latter half of the year, the need for our services continues to grow, and so
does the financial burden. We are launching our Fund Forward campaign to ensure we continue
providing essential services. Your support is crucial in helping us extend shelter, food, and life-saving
care to vulnerable, unhoused members of our community. Together, we can impact the lives of those who
need it most. Please consider contributing to this pressing cause.

The cost of one person's shelter stay for the rest of the year is only $2,400. Will you, our
generous CCO supporters, Fund Forward, and help CCO cover these essential costs? Your
donation to Fund Forward guarantees shelter, care, and a clear path to well-being and stability for
unhoused Chicagoans.

Please give to Fund Forward and ensure refuge and supportive care for 2024.
Scan the QR code below or visit_https://ccolife.org/cco-donations/

Sincerely,

Andrew Winter, Executive Director
Cornerstone Community Outreach
awinter@ccolife.org


https://qr1.be/EYKB
https://qr1.be/EYKB
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"Soon I’ll have a restful sleep on a nice mattress
in my new place!” - Family of Three " | cannot wait to get into my own
kitchen and cook for my family!” -

Housed Family of Four
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100% of CCO’s shelter guests receive wrap-around

services and individualized case management care.
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e Birthday and Holiday parties services
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e Trauma-informed care . Computer lab

e Comprehensive intake « WIE] access

e Individualized compassionate engagement « 24-hour trained staff

e Entry into City-wide subsidized housing . Trained security team

database : .
e Furniture assistance

e Follow-up services
“You are my only support, and | thank you!”

- Sasha, Mom of 3, Cornerstone Shelter Guest

Sasha and her children came to Cornerstone with an immediate need for shelter, care, and services.
Accepted, supported, and with the help of her case manager, Sasha soon began her journey out of
homelessness and into a stable future for herself and her little ones.

Cornerstone’s City funding partners provide $26 per shelter bed. Your gift of $26 will provide space for one
person for one night, $100 will fund beds for a family of 4 for one night, or $700 will pay for one week of
shelter and services for a family of four, like Sasha’s. Will you give the gift of shelter today?

Cornerstone Community Outreach
4615 North Clifton Avenue

Chicago, lllinois 60640

(773)271-8163 CCOLIFE.ORG
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